
St Mark’s 2011 Paschal Candle  
 

 
The privilege of preparing this 
year’s Paschal Candle can be 
likened to a working meditation 
in the sense that as one 
sketches preparatory designs 
and considers the liturgical 
constraints, the symbolism 
inherent in these special 
requirements becomes its own 
meditation.  
 
The basic requirements for a 
Paschal Candle are that there 
must be a Cross, an Alpha and 
an Omega sign, and the date 
of the liturgical year. Other 
older liturgies require an extra 
five, nail-like incense-filled 
insertions which pierce the 
candle around the cross to 
symbolise Christ’s wounds. 
 
Many commercially available 
Paschal Candles are cast from 
a mould and feature raised 

outlines of the liturgical symbols. A quick survey of the internet will show such 
offerings. While these are quite acceptable, there is some justification for a Paschal 
Candle that has clear relevance to the community using it in their Easter ceremonies 
and for the rest of the liturgical year. For us at St Mark’s, this begins with the fact that 
our candle is made by Anne Clipsham, a talented chandler (the traditional and 
original name for a candle-maker) and dear friend of our congregation. The honeyed 
fragrance comes from the bee’s wax that Anne uses as a liturgically required 
component of our candle. 
 
Besides the basic requirements, our Paschal Candle has the traditional symbol of St 
Mark, a winged lion standing over the scroll of the Gospel, and we enjoy a little more 
latitude in our use of colour and design. So the Cross on our St Mark’s Paschal 
Candle appears to glow from within to symbolise that holy fire that descended on the 
disciples at Pentecost. This year, the Alpha and Omega signs have been delineated 
in different colour combinations, the red and gold Alpha (the A thought of as a flame-
like shape) symbolising the New Fire of the Easter liturgy, while the pale to deep 
azure of the Omega symbolises in its shape, Ω, the over-arching Heaven, that 
beatific state to which we aspire. 
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